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Colored Concrete - Basics

One of the oldest building materials 
known to civilization, concrete, has been 
used by humans since ancient Egypt. The 
Roman and Greek empires used concrete 
in some of their most impressive 
architectural feats, including the 
Colosseum, the Pantheon, and Tiryns’ royal 
palace. Concrete’s revolutionary ability to 
fit any shape and quickly harden 
maintained its popularity through the 
industrial era. It remains the most used 
building material in the world.

In the 1900s, concrete manufacturers began to 
experiment with stains and pigments to liven 
the traditional drab grayscale of concrete and 
improve its versatility. Colored concrete soon 
became popular in building homes, commercial 
and public buildings. Originally stained as 
whole castings, pigment color burst onto the 
market in the 1920s when Lynn Mason Scofield 
produced a product that could be mixed into 
dry concrete powder, providing color 
throughout using a much simpler methodology. 
In the 1970s, colored cement overlays were 
used to apply color to existing concrete after 
being poured, offering further flexibility to 
designers and contractors. Today, it continues 
to be the most accessible way to bring your 
construction or renovation vision to life.
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How is Concrete Colored?

Colored Concrete Uses

The coloring process of concrete can be 
accomplished either through paints, stains, or 
Integral Concrete Color. However, as paint 
brittles over time and may expose the underlying 
concrete through age or environmental 
damage, Integral Concrete Color and staining 
remain the most effective concrete coloring 
solutions. These two solutions are similar in 
concept but vary in their real-world 
application and overall effectiveness across 
projects. Integral Concrete Color will color the 
concrete before pouring, whereas concrete 
staining colors the concrete after pouring. 

Colored concrete can be used for various 
building projects: patios, stairs, pathways, 
driveways, kitchen floors, basements, garages, 
backyard features, and garden walls. 
Commercial buildings, in particular, see a great 
benefit aesthetically from colored concrete. It 
can also be used for indoor and outdoor 
projects. The wide range of colors, textures, 
and patterns created with colored concrete 
offer near-unlimited possibilities for your 
design at a much lower cost than other 
building materials such as marble, tile, or wood. 
It is crucial to know each coloring method’s 
benefits and limitations to decide which 
concrete coloring technique is the best fit for 
your project.
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Though there are different ways to color 
concrete, Nawkaw’s concrete stains 
provide the most versatility with its 
range of high-quality staining products, 
paired with innovative application 
techniques. Nawkaw’s concrete stains 
revitalize and strengthen existing 
concrete structures while giving you the 
ability to bring your creative visions to 
life. 

The flexibility of application techniques, 
combined with scientifically advanced, 
high-quality stains, makes Nawkaw the 
perfect choice to express your 
individuality as you construct, renovate, 
restore, or preserve your home or 
community. With Nawkaw’s concrete 
stains and services, you are only one 
step away from making your dreams 
concrete!
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